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DR. UPTON SHIMP 

  Dr. Upton Shimp began his career as Quality Assurance 
Specialist Ammunition Surveillance (QASAS) from 1980 to 
1984.  He held numerous assignments in Savanna Army Depot, 
Illinois, Sierra Army Depot, California, Zweibrucken, Germany 
and Kaiserslautern, Germany.  He served as a Logistics 
Management Specialist beginning in 1984.  Dr. Shimp served as 
the Chief, Missile and Munitions Division, 200th Theater Army 
Materiel Management Center (TAMMC) from 1987 to 1992.  As 
his career progressed, he became the Director of Training, 
Defense Ammunition Center (DAC) from 2008 to 2012, and then 
the Executive Director DAC/ U.S. Army Technical Center for 
Explosives Safety (USATCES) from 2012 to 2019. 
 

At TAMMC, his managerial and leadership qualities led 
his division to unparalleled mission execution and success.  During a period of significant 
drawdown of U.S. Forces in Europe, his demonstrated leadership, technical expertise and 
dedication to ammunition management, resulted in the early closure of ammunition storage areas 
and the safe demilitarization of ammunition.  These two actions resulted in an estimated cost 
savings/avoidance of over $23M for the demilitarization cost to operate this set of ammo storage 
areas.  Dr. Shimp was the driving force behind numerous theater munitions initiatives.  He 
consistently demonstrated outstanding leadership and managerial skills. His superb performance 
of duty resulted in the safe and secure shipment of munitions in support of Operation Desert 
Storm and the retrograde of munitions to the U.S. as part of the demilitarization program.  His 
proactive leadership resulted in significant cost savings to the government.  In 1991, Dr.  Shimp 
was voted Ammunition Manager of the Year. 

 
Dr. Shimp served at the U.S. Army Defense Ammunition Center (DAC) and U.S. Army 

Technical Center for Explosives Safety (USATCES) from 1995 to 2019. As a leader in the 
organization, he led an organization that served as the center for worldwide explosives safety 
support, ammunition training, Headquarters Department of Army ammunition logistics 
inspections, and munition logistics engineering.  Under his leadership, DAC provided worldwide 
support to all ammunition and explosives operations and activities in the Army.  During his 
tenure, he completed several significant accomplishments.  He was instrumental in the planning 
and execution of the relocation of DAC from Savanna Army Depot to McAlester Army 
Ammunition Plant, McAlester, Oklahoma.  He led the transformation of DAC into a TRADOC 
Learning Institution validated by full TRADOC Accreditation.  He instituted pre-deployment 
munitions and explosives safety training for sustainment units deploying to the CENTCOM 
AOR. 
 

He developed and executed ammunition and explosives safety training for the Afghan 
National Army in support of the Combined Security Transition Command-Afghanistan (CSTC-
A).  He established direct explosives safety support for all Combatant Commands (COCOMS) 
and Service Component Commands.  He supported the development and execution of the 



Explosives Safety Professional Certificate Program for Department of Army civilians.  He 
established a vision and goals for the Department of the Army G-4 Ammunition Logistics 
Review Program to provide solutions and training based upon inspection results and analyses.  
He revised the Army’s Lightning Protection System process to significantly reduce the time to 
develop and review Explosives Safety Site Plans.  He partnered with the Department of Defense 
Explosives Safety Board to develop an Explosives Safety Plan for the South Korean Peninsula in 
order to reduce risks and mitigate encroachment.  He established the DAC Distance Learning 
(DL) program to meet Army and statutory certification requirements.  This DL program trains 
over 150,000 students annually, and to date has trained 1.2 million personnel from all Services. 
 

Dr. Shimp has been a pillar of the Army’s Ammunition Community, is well respected by 
all munitions professionals, and has been a champion for munitions support to the Warfighter.  
Senior Leaders have routinely relied on him to provide sound munitions and explosives safety 
guidance.  He took great pride in supporting the Joint Warfighter across the ammunition 
spectrum, including munitions logistics, surveillance and explosives safety. 
 


